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of reflection have arisen is unconscious, but in other respects strictly analo- 
gous to that by which scientific theories have been framed ; the principle 
of identity in time plays a preponderant and determining role in each. 

There is in the situation, however, a strange paradox. The end of 
science is knowledge of natural phenomena, yet in postulating intelligibil- 
ity — i. e., complete accord with the principle of causality — science an- 
nihilates itself ; for if the principle of identity be universally applied and 
followed to its logical conclusion the result is a Parmenidean world with no 
ground for the explanation of phenomena. Nevertheless, we may not dis- 
card the principle ; it is at least of use, indeed necessary, as a working 
hypothesis, but it is also something more. For nature is not merely ordered 
and subject to laws of sequence, but it is partly intelligible, although there 
may not be complete accord between our understanding and fact, i. e., be- 
tween the principle of identity and reality. The regulative principle, so 
to speak, which the author would seem to enjoin on science is to use the a 
priori principle of causality, or identity, as far as possible in the progres- 
sive approach to the highest possible degree of intelligibility, which is the 
goal of science. 

The reader can hardly fail to be grateful for the unity and orderly ar- 
rangement, the perspicuity of thought no less than of style which charac- 
terizes M. Meyerson's contribution to the study of the philosophy of the 
sciences. And whatever attitude he may take toward the author's con- 
clusions, he must admit the analysis to be clear and consistent. The ex- 
tensive references to sources, ancient, mediaeval, and modern, add greatly to 
the value of the work and make it, especially to the reader whose point of 
view is not wholly in agreement with that of the author, an inspiration and 
valuable guide to further investigation of the problem. 

S. Guy Martin. 
University of Pennsylvania. 
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